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WELL, 
THEN... 


WE'LL 
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OKAY? 
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WAKING |} > 
USUPONA |. 
SUNDAY 
MORNING? 


How are you? 
Ragawa here. 


This is volume 12 of 
Baby & Mel 

Oh, | hate it. I'm 
writing this at l:00 
AM. | just finished 
coloring the front 
page and drawing the 
title page illustration. 
( need to get this note 
and “Marimo 
Ragawa’s Let Me Draw 
What | Want” done 
today because my 
editor is coming over 
tonight to pick up the 
manuscript! Aah! And 
(have to go see a 
doctor in the 

morning too. But | 
guess complaining 
wont help. 

Last time, when | 
wrote about cocktails, 
| mentioned this thing 
that looks like a straw 
that they stick in the 
glass, and how you 
can suck it or scoop 
your drink with it. The 
other day, my sister 
told me that it lets air 
in and makes it easier 
to drink your cocktail. 
{ don't care. | still 
enjoy drinking my 
cocktail through it. 
What's wrong with 
that? <3 


13 


Author's Note Part | 


CELEBRATE 
BIRTHDAYS 


SO WHY 


SHOULD THAT'S 
ICHIKAGET RIGHT. WE 


SHUT UP. I'LL 
ASSUME FULL 
RESPONSI- 
BILITY! 


ICHIKA, THEY 
PROBABLY 
THOUGHT IT AKEMI, YOU 
WAS A JOKE. REALLY DO CARE 
OON'T : ABOUT US! YOU 
EXPECT ? ) DON'T JUST BOSS 
US AROUND! 


AKEM|...DAT'S 
SO SWEET. 


OH! MINORU 
ANO TAKUYA 
ARE COMING 

OVER, TOO! 


HELLO, 


AKIHIRO, 
ISN'T 
THISA 
BIRTHDAY 


THE HEROINE, 
ARICH YOUNG 
LADY, WILL BE 
PLAYED BY ME, 

NATURALLY. 


BIRTHDAY, 
AND | SAY 


TOMOYA, 
NOW YOU'RE GOING 
HERE'S TAKUYA, 


TOBEA 
PART-TIME 
WORKER AND 
BLACK- 


BUT THEY HE'S THE 
MINORU IS LEARN TO SMARTEST 
ICHIKA! ICHIKA'S UNDER- STUDENT IN 
WHAT BOYFRIEND || STANDEACH |» CLASS ANDHE 

ABOUT - AND OTHER AND 

FANE: BECOME AND AKIHIRO 
GOOD 
FRIENDS IN 
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Z |WHATIM SHOULD a z a 
DOING. 100? + I 
FZ yw % f ae eae: a 
f5 z * Cee sk: 
=a E Sed i n 
bs ee gate 2 : 
! stb tedbeedheg-cpeatis ee 
et ery of ee ~ 23 or Ne 
tT in costume i t 
n i 
KE rn 
malo! K 


TODAY'S MY 
BIRTHDAY 

PARTY AND 

MY FRIENDS | 


OLD HOUSE- 
KEEPER! DON'T 


STAND THERE 
OROOLING! HELP 
BEROTCHO! 


SHE'S MAKING 
US COOK AND 
THROW A 
| \\ BIRTHDAY PARTY 
J\ FORHER, 


SAID YOU'D 


HUH? YOU'RE 


ONLY 20. ESS, , 
YOU'VE STILL REALIZED I'M 


NOT SO YOUNG 


orcoop / SA: ANYMORE... 
TEETH LEFT. E 3 


WHERE HAVE 
YOU BEEN? 
MA-BO, DON'T 
YOU KNOW YOUR 
PART? MY PET IS 
SUPPOSED TO 
BE WITH ME AT 
ALL TIMES, 
OKAY? 


OKAY, THE 
FIRST 
COURSE 
IS READY! 


SELFISH LITTLE 
PRINCESS. 


bf ak 
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os ne, 
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HEH HEH 
THIS FOOD “ART- HEH... THE 
GRATE- RICHEST 


} YOUNG LADY 
IN THIS TOWN 
IS VERY 


TOMOYA! 
MYNAMEIS AY 
CHRISTINE! 


OH, Es 
Wey 
‘ork 
a 
iN el Mel, Bae 


Dy 


y HUH? 

LISTEN, I'm WHAT'S 
NEAR YOUR |e THAT? 
f ICANT 


DIDN'T YOU} YOu 
SAYYOUD \\) THISIS Guys 

TAKE FULL [\\ ALLYOUR 1 | 1} 
RESPONSI- " 

BILITY? 


SAE 


wl 
WONDER 
WHY SHE 
HUNG UP 
ON ME 
BEFORE. 


I'M SORRY. AS 
AN ASSISTANT 
PROFESSOR, | 
CAN'T SAY NO. 


WHY DON'T BA 

YOU DANCE } 

WITH YOUR 
FRIEND 
WHILE | 


SINCE MA 
MUSICIAN, A 
SONG SHALL 
BE MY GIFT 
TO YOU. 


YOU TWO!! 
DION’T YOU 
HEAR ME? 


YOU'RE NOT 
\| suPPOSED TO 
GET ALONG!! 


| WAN EVIL 
N 4. WITCH, AND ee 
e SHE'S AHAPPY ENDING! 


ry 


[ TRYING TO 

TAKE OVER 
THE 

W 

\ MANSION!! 


WELL, THIS 
STORY |S ABOUT 
Mm) TOREACHITS 

CLIMAX! BRACE 
I YOURSELVES, 
H) BUT NUNMERO- 
RY CHON, THE OLD 
HOUSEKEEPER, 
IS REALLY... 
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AFEW MINUTES LATER... 


BOYFRIEND WAS 
COMING OVER. 
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Aer | FOLLOWED 
UNDERSTAND |( ANIMPULSE. 
THIS, BUT 


MIZUKI MADE 
ME REALIZE 
SOMETHING. | Mt 
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] a 
HE A 
WANTED DAYHE = 
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ME 
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WANTED TO , etn 
4 CELEBRATE THOUGHT pate ws ELDEST AND 
ICHIKA’S = BE THE LONGER THAN 
“TODAY. eet ANY OF YOU. 
TODAY. TOLEME. 
wl ea} } THAT 
‘ WON'T BE eR V||means 
| AROUND le 
TO SEE 
. = i]] LITTLE 
ICHIKA AND 
MH] ma-Bo 
GROW UP. 
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THE KIDS IN THE 
FUSII FAMILY 
HAVE A SPECIAL 
RELATIONSHIP. 


SORRY THE 
PARTY WAS 
SO WEIRD. 


HEY, MINORU. 
WANNA TRADE 
IN YOUR BIG 
BROTHER? 
THEN | CAN 
LIVE AT YOUR 


TRUST ME. 
THAT WITCH 


fas’ 


NO, IT 
WAS 
FUN. 
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Vy, 


I'LL TAKE 

YOUTOA 

RESTAU- 
RANT 
AFTER 


TAKE US WENT 
OUTTO SHOP- 
EAT. PING... 


\ 
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YOU MIGHT 
BE RIGHT. 


LOOKING UP 
AT THE SKY. 


| DON’T KNOW 


werceuy Hil /”\\\\\\\ 
THE TICKET, [H//1) \\ \\ WHY YOUTWO. 
| FOLLOW THAT [4 

| STOOGE 


MR. IIZUKA. 


THAT STUPID 
SUGIMURA! HE'S 
GOT A FACE LIKE 

A BANANA, AND 
HE STICKS TO 
THE BOSS LIKE 
GOLDFISH CRAP. 


THAT'S THE 
LOAN SHARK 
FROM THE 
FACHINKO 

PARLOR! 


OH, YEAH! THE 
ROTTEN LOAN | 
COLLECTOR! 


oA CON: 


CAAFIRMED 


Author's Note Part 2 


When | was working on 
this story, | was 
mentally exhausted. | 
was thinking, “Again? 
('ve had enough!” and | 
didn’t do a very good 
job. That's why my 
drawing is even worse 
than usual in this 
chapter. 


Ever since the pachinko 
parlor story in which 
lizuka first appeared, 
(ve wanted to do more 
with him, So that made 
me happy. 


Originally, it was unclear 
in the end whether 
lizuka was alive or 
dead, but my editor, 
“Itchan,” hates sad 
endings and insisted 
that | change it. That's 
why the next chapter 
ends like it does. But, 
as I'm sure you'll be 
able to tell, | didn’t have 
enough pages. Hmph. 


| want to sincerely thank 
my brother, who did 
research on racetracks, 


the monorail and 
Haneda Airport for me; 
my editor, who collected 
various materials from 
Haneda Airport and 
took pictures of its 
restrooms; and my 
regular and temporary 
assistants who 
frantically drew with me. 


om 
43 


OID YOU 
WIN, BOSS? , 


ANO | GOT 
THEM ALL 


YOU'D 
NEVER GET 
ADECENT 


HMPH. IF YOU 


SAID THAT TO HEAD 
THE BOSS'S OF HIS 
FACE, I'0 BE LOOKS 
IMPRESSED, LIKE A 

Xk BAR- 
A \ CODE! 
DOES 
HE THINK 
HE'S 
Sf | HIDING IT 
A WITH 


THOSE 
SCRAGGLY 
HAIRS? 


GOLDFISH CRAP? 
YOU'RE JUST 
JEALOUS BECAUSE 
I'M THE CLOSEST 
ONE TO HIM. 


YOU 
SHOULD 
TALK. 


wR. Y 
GOLD YOU'D LET 


| HOPE HE 


BUT THE 
BOSS LIKES 
YOU, SO IF 
YOU GET 
YOUR HEAD 
RIGHT, I'LL 
PATCH YOU 


IT'S NOT LIKE 
YOU CAN RUN TO 
THE POLICE OR 

THE HOSPITAL. 
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THINKING. 
HE'S FROM 


WA, 
ISN'T HE? 


THAT 
PUNK! 
| PICKED 
HIM UP 
WHEN HE 
WAS LYING 
HALF-DEAD 
IN THE 
GUTTER! 


— 
_——__- 


SEE THOSE 
EYES? 


you have 
a heart? 


. 
} 


THERE WAS THIS 
HARDWORKING 
COUPLE WHOSE 
SON DION'T LIKE 
LIFE IN THE 
COUNTRY. 


| GUESS 
THE LAST 
STRAW... 


«WAS SEEING 
HIS MOTHER'S 
RED AND 
FROSTBITTEN 
FINGERS. 


SON HAD 


BUT IT WAS 
TOO MUCH 
FOR THE 
SON. WHEN 


AHARD THOUGHT. | HE WAS 16, 


TIME IN 


& HE DECIDED 
TO SPLIT. 


HE GOT 
HOMESICK. 
SOMETIMES 
HE TALKED 
TOHIS 
COWORKERS 
ABOUT 
HOME. 


BUT HIS 
PRIDE 
WOULON'T 
LET HIM. 


HISMOTHER CALLED 
TOLOHIMHIS HOME. 
FATHER HAD 

BEEN SICK. 


WHAT KIND 
WHAT. OF ENDING |, 
KINO OF. 
ENDING 
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y T | WONDER IF 
| SAW HIM WITH LE MR. IIZUKA 


MY OWN EYES. IS STILL AT 
ISN'T THAT 
ENOUGH? 


YOU THINK 
CAN HELP YOU bh 
MORE, THAT / 


GUY OR ME? 
TOLL ON 


HIM, 
HE'LL BE 
WEAKEN- 


THE WAY, | 


HAVE A 
QUESTION. 


LET ME 
TELL YOU 


wulF SOMEBODY 
OOESN'T LIKE 
PEOPLE, IT'S 
BECAUSE 
SOMEBODY 
HURT THEM... 


YOU 
THINK | 
a pia DON'T 
ONLY HURT eae 
Ww) we 
y i 
HuH? } fA 


THESE JEANS | 
BOUGHT FIT YOU 
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Ss 


I'LL GET 
YOU FOR 


wANDO | 
REGRETTED 
IT, BUT | JUST 
COULDN'T GO 
BACK, YOU 
KNOW? 


LIKE... 
SAY | SAID 
SOMETHING 
NASTY TO 
HARUM... 


TAKUYA, WHAT 
WOULD YOU 
DO IF YOU 
COULDN'T GO 
BACK HOME, 
EVEN IF YOU 


WHY COULON'T 
THAT GUY 
JUST CALL HIS 
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= = CAN YOU ; WITH THE 
= =: = HEAR THEM PEOPLE 
: = LAUGHING? FROM 
/ WORK. 


CHIEF! 
YOU'RE A 
MODEL 
FATHER! 


OH? WHAT 
HAPPENED? | A@ 
Fe 


HE SPLASHES 
soul 


Pp 
EVERYWHERE 
IO HE 


Heywipe | “2°77 


THAT UP! 


USED TO SAY 


MUCH, BUT TRYING 
HE'SGOTTEN TOHELP 


THERE, 
OPEN 


HAND, 


GIVE 
ME 


YOUR THAT. 


WELL, WHAT ABOUT 50? 
HE NEVER = TaKuya’sS 


OINNER 
WOULD 
BE 
NICE, 


HEY, IT'S NOT 
LIKE I'M MAKING 
TAKUYA RAISE 
MINORU FOR 


ANYWAY,ON THAT'S 
MY WAY TO THE NOT 
BATHROOM,| THE 
WENT THROUGH POINT. 

THE ROOM 
WHERE MINORU 
WAS EATING... 


| BET TAKUYA 
GOT UPSET, 
LIKE A 
WASA TIME. 


| THEN, ON 


Tears APPARENTLY, emiean 
ty 2 TAKUYA AND / 
==] @ TT miNORU THOSE LITTLE SATURDAY, 

Fy) = =/452 =7 GOTSOME DINING AREAS 
ANDO | igus eal =| NOODLES THEY HAVE AT 
THEN [a PPS SIP) arone. 
. a == 
i = 


IT'SHIS KIDS THESE 


HOW TO EAT | 


eas 


MINORU 


WERE 
CRITICIZING 
HIS MOTHER 

FOR THE 


way MINORU A 
Ate. 


HOLDS EATING 
UTENSILS. 
CHOPSTICKS, | 

SPOONS, WHAT | 
HAVEYOU.. 


HE CAN'T PICK 
UP FOOD LIKE 
THAT. HE HAS 


\ 


{ d) 
ti LN 
Pasta) 


/ THAT'S NOT 
HOW YOU HOLD A 
SPOON. YOU PUT IT 
BETWEEN YOUR 
THUMB AND INDEX | LISTEN. 
FINGER! 
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PATIENT? 
WE NEED TO 


BE FIRM! 
MINORU'S 
SPOILED! 


Author's Note Part 3 

) THAT'S 7 >I 

// NOT THE in 
WAY YOU AA g 


When | showed you 
my younger brother's 
drawing last time, it 
was very popular, so 
| made him draw 
another one. He got 
fed up, tore up all of 
his drawings and 
threw them away! But 
you weren't careful 
enough, Brother! | 
searched your trash 
can and found 
something! That's 
right. Call me a 
meanie if you want. 
Anyway, here's a 
picture he drew, 


MAYBE 
SO, ANYWAY, 
THIS IS MY 
RESPONSI- 
BILITY TOO. 


GOOD MINDEO, 
SCHOOL- 
TEACHER. 


He'll probably become 
even more guarded 
now and maybe even 
stop drawing 
altogether. 

t's :30 in the 
morning, and he's 
arranging emergency 
disaster supplies in 
the entry hall. He has 
no idea what I'm 
doing...Hee hee hee... 


IVE MADE MY OWN 
TAKUYA = ROLE IN 


PLAYTHE — THIS. 
PART OF A 
PARENT. 


EITHER OF 
THEM. 
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’ \/ WAS MINORU iene 
HE STILL ADORED DONT Pe a le USED TO YELL 
TAKLYA, BUT HE GOT ] 
REALLY QUIET 
DURING MEALS. 


IF (0 DONE TO BE HONEST| 
ABETTER | WASN'T SURE HOW 
JOB, THEY YA MUCH! SHOULD 
WOULON'T | ESN INTERFERE. 
HAVE HAD 
THE BIG 
BLOWOUT. 


SEEMEDTO  BUTIT 

UNDERSTAND = WAS 
WHEN IT HOW THE = STRANGE 
RAINED? , OTHERONE 


TRIED TO 
KEEP THINGS 


TTL, ji" \ 
‘i 


‘whethetss ~~ 
dae 


IT'S LIKE 
BUT WHEN WE'RE 
MINORU | THINK! INA FOREIGN 
CAN i COUNTRY 
TALK. ;\ AND WE USE 
ALOT OF 
GESTURES. 


LEARNED TO 
CONTROL 
HIMSELF YET. 


TIONS — 
AREN'T , r /) COMMUNI- 
THAT . | . a CATE LIKE A 
SIMPLE. : \ GROWNUP. 


just couldn't concentrate! What? | HE'S RIGHT, 


| 
said | corcxa,/that before? But | had sore SHE ALWAYS EDOMAE. 
PSA COMES UP — THINK ABOUT 
\) 


WITHTONS — THAT AIRHEAD 
OF EXCUSES — HIRAMATSU. 


WHEN SHE 
CAN'T 0O 
SOMETHING. } 


ee 
| 


"mM 

GOING 

WILL YOU OUT FOR 

Wee OS 
eo. “ae 


IT’S 
RAINING 
OUTSIDE! | 
sed neal 
YOu WITH 


\ 


\ 


/ 


TAKUYA! 


wuMINORU 
COULON'T 
HELP THE 


Vill 0m, 


VL, 


95 


BOTH MAD AT 
THEMSELVES. 


Wy fj 
| | WHAT 
| 


LL 
NEVER 
GO 


DRINKING |" 


WITH YOU 
GUYS 
AGAIN!! 


Seriousht! 


ay 


“AX 


OH, 
MSO 
SORRY! 


WHAT 


wAT LEAST 
HE TRIES 
TO CLEAN 
UP AFTER 
HIMSELF, 


KA 


<]/  IGUESS 
THAT'S 
// SOMETHING. 
«WOULD 


YOU MIND UM 


\ i 
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(A) HOW mucH 
G wourv You 


oO wr . 
TONIGHT, |b 9” 
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NEF SN 
mz SOS : 


THAT'S THE 
[< way! now 


GET TO 25! 


Where did you 
come from? 


CHUMMY, OR| SJ 
4 ES 
YOULL GET |= 


QUEEN OF BEAUTY! A 
QUEEN OF BEAUTY! 
ht 


MINORU 


roe HAVE YOU 
! AND TAICHI HEARD? THE 
ect ARE WANTS TO | QUEEN ISN'T 
PLEASE! TALKING! BE HAPPY WITH 

7 THEY'RE \ THINNER. )\ HER SHAPE. 


EVERY NIGHT | 

WISHED UPON A 
STAR, PLEASE 

MAKE ME THINNER 
AND EVEN MORE 


| 
| 


MN 


oe 


ASS 
| Pa 
Lf is 


ie 


Vi 
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Author's Note Part 4 


Whenever | see 
someone drawing 
skillfully without any 
extra lines, | feel 
envious. When | 
draw, there are 
lines everywhere. 
My drafts are all 
black by the time 
they're finished. 
Sometimes | don't 
even Know which 
lines to ink. When | 
draw a body, | 
usually draw the 
frame first. 


It looks: 
ie this. 
ob 


What about you? 44 


Here’s what | wish for: 
a brain that can think 
of good stories, a 
hand that can draw 
super fast, and a good 
sense of composition 
and character design. 
Please, God! © 
Smack! 4 


109 


YOU HAVE | WARN 


HMPH! HE 
JUST DOESN'T 
WANT TO LOSE 


WELL, SINCE 
YOU'RE HERE, 
HAVE SOME 


SEINCHI? BUT 
HE WANTS YOU 
TO GIVE UP ON 

YOUR DIET. 


HE ILIKE 


DION'T SAY 
ANYTHING 
ABOUT A 


TOMOKO THE 
WAY SHE |S! 


YOU THINK 
NOT THAT. SHE'S FAT 


TOO, DAD? 


DO YOU THINK 
BA SEIICHI WANTS HER 
TO STOP DIETING 
BECAUSE HE 
DOESN'T WANT TO |f 
LOSE A BET? / 


\'M NOT SURE 
YOU'LL EVER 
LEARN TO SEE 
THROUGH HIS 
TRICKS. 


W ried, very 
worried. 


THE BELL SO 
LATE AT NIGHT? 


filz. S WHO THE 
i i HECK'S RINGING 


(Us 


AAT" 
ZZ. 


fa 
MG); 
a (A y 2, 
$4 : 


AN 


Hi I\ 


\ 


J-JUST 
LET ME TALK 
TO TOMOKO, 

OKAY? 


NOW, YOU 
LISTEN TO ME! 
YOU'RE THE 
REASON | WENT 
ON A DIET IN 
THE FIRST 


HAVE TO 
UNTIL THEN, 
LLKeep = REMEM- 


DIETING! BER! 


S-SORRY. IT'S 
QUIET NOW, 


SEIICHI 
CAME 
HOME 
DRUNK 

A LAST 

\ SATURDAY, 


PROMISE °°; 
YOU WON'T f: 
LAUGH? 


= 
SIGH..EVERY 
MONTH, RIGHT " ? HI. 
TOMOKO! pl tis WHAT'S THIS? 
LOOK AT PRYOAY, THIS IS THAT ANY 
NOTEBOOK IS || WAY TO GREET 


YOUR LORD 


PESTERING 
Me. 


G 
AND MASTER? 


YOULOOK 
You est AT ANOTHER 
all your} HEY! WOMAN 
weight | THAT " WHILE I’M 
behind | HURT, STRUG- 
that! | FATSO! GLING TO [_ 
MANAGE 
OUR 
HOUSE- 


| DON’T THINK 
TomoKo's || ~-HE PROMISED 
OVERWEIGHT. HE'D GIVE ME 
00 YOu? SOMETHING IF | 


LOST WEIGHT. 


AND DON'T 
FORGET, THAT 
WOMEN WEIGH souNDS 
MORE THAN ABOUT 
MEN OF THE RIGHT. 
SAME HEIGHT. 


Th 


7] RIGHT. AND 


MOST OF MY | f 


WEIGHT'S IN 
My CHEST, 
THESE MUST 
WEIGH TEN 
POUNDS 


WE DIDN'T 
EVEN HAVE A 
WEDDING 
CEREMONY. 
BUT | DON'T 
CARE ABOUT | 
THAT. 


For your 
information, he 
didn't even 
propose: Yo me 

properly. 


BUTI 
DION Tg 
UNDER; 
STAND ITs 
EITHER. DID, 


THAT NIGHT, DAD, 

TOLD TOMOKO, 
‘THAT'S JUST, 

THE KIND OF GLY, 

SENCHI IS, YOULL HF 

HAVE TO EXPLAIN = 

ITTOHMOR# 

HELL NEVER 


YEAH. I’M. 
WORKING THE 
MORNING SHIFT. 
ILL GO STRAIGHT 


DO YOU 
HAVE TO SAY 
IT LIKE 
| THAT?CAN'T = MI! 
YOU GIVE ME 
ALITTLE 


TOMOKO, é 


ITSME, i 4 
SEIICHI. i] 
o (tt 
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WAIT, 
\WAS JUST THAT'S 
TRYING TO NOT WHAT 
BREAKTHE |WANTED 
ICE. TO SAY. 


COME HOME 
WE'LL ANDO WE'LL 
CLEAN FORGET ALL 
THE THISUNPLEAS- 
SLATE!! ANTNESS. 


LOOK, | 
AND = THOUGHT 
I STILL ABOUT IT 
THINK YOU ALOT 
SHOULON'T yESTER- 
BE ONA OAY... 
OIET. 


DON'T C'MON, | 
YOU MISS YOU! | 
WANT TO MISS TAICHI 


IF YOU DON'T 
COME HOME, 
MY FOLKS ARE 
GONNA BEAT 
THE CRAP OUT 
OF ME. 


BY AN EVIL 
SPIRIT! 


iTwas _ LISTENING 


— 


SS 
cS 


HAVE JUST 
HAPPENED! | 


DOWN. ILL 


LOT TO BE 
come DESIRED, BUT 
USEFUL Bagi 
INEORIN HAVE HEARD 


D r - = 
WILL BE 
HAPPY WITH 
SOMETHING 
| GUESS ‘ i Hla 
STUFF, 
LIKE THAT (|), EXPENSIVE, 
MEANS A 
LOT TO 
WHAT RE 
| You 
TALKING 
ABOUT? 
As 


AS AMAN 
youteaven || Kaun 


PEOPLE. |) wHar1 Salo, 


| 
THINK 
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TOMOKO |S PRETTY, I’M AN UNSKILLED 


WOW. WAIT A GLAMOROUS AND WORKER WHO 
MINUTE. DOES FUN TO BE WITH. SMOKES TOO 
THIS MEAN.. SHE TAKES GOOD MUCH AND BLOWS 
ALOT OF MONEY 
ON BOOZE AND 


ZB —) 


AN 


P AND-FIRST 

THAT'S PROPOSAL, TETSUYA 
WHAT | TAKEDA GAVE ATSUKO 
WANT. “ASANO ANUT ASA 


\ 
AY \ RING. REMEMBER? 


DON'T YOU 
KNOW? 


| GUESS 
A BOY OF 
YOUR AGE 
WOULDN'T 

UNDER- 


| exe 
(yA 


BUT FIRST 
THERE'S 
SOMETHING WELL, 
IWANTTO YES... 
IVE HER. 


YOURE STILL [fd 
TRYI 


2) oniysize 
THEY HAD! 


ONE 
OWY... 


.youwnn, ANO 


HAVE A 
SUBSTITUTE 
HOMEROOM 
TEACHER 
UNTIL MR. 
MATSUMOTO y) 
RETURNS. 


ALL RIGHT. 
I'LL LEAVE 
YOU TO IT, 


BEFORE! ™ 

TAKE ROLL, 
THERE'S 

ONE THING 

| NEED YOU 
TO KNOW. 


MAYBE 
HE'S JUST 
NERVOUS. 


YOU? | | THAT'S 
Me. 


~~ 


/ 


| DUNNO. IS IT 
DON'T WANT || ACCEPTABLE FOR 
ANYTHING AT THE STUDENT 
COUNCIL 
PRESIDENT TO 
SIT ON A DESK 


STRUCTING 
HIMSELF"? 


AT ANY RATE, | 
CAN'T BE LIKE 
YOUR REGULAR 


ISIT 
ACCEPTABLE 
FORA TEACHER 
TO HAVE AN 
ATTITUDE LIKE 


HE'S 
BEEN 
BULLIED 
AT WORK. 


AND HE'S 
TRYING TO 
CHANGE 

HIMSELF, 


TAKUYA ENOKI, 
PLEASE REPORT 
TO MR. KANNO AT 


ENOUGH TO 


GET 


GIVE ONE 

EXPLAIN ype Ear 

ema > Il >) OF THE 
STUDENTS. 


ANY 
LATER. 


QUES- 
TIONS? 


TELL 
THEM IT'SA 


| KNOW THE 
STUDENTS 
DON'T WRITE 
THEIR TRUE 
FEELINGS IN 
THEM 
ANYWAY, 


f 
f 


THIS IS ONE 
OF THE DAILY 
ROUTINES | 


ALWAYSDO if 
|| WITH STUDENTS 


THE GET 


CLASS GOING. 


HAS PE. 
NEXT, 
RIGHT? 
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a | 
Author's Note Part 5 


In June 1995, after 
(finished my scripts, 
my assistants and | 
went to play ping- 
pong. Eririn served 
incredibly well, but | 
Kept serving the ball 
into the net. So | got 
serious and hit the 
ball as hard as | 
could. 


YOSHIDA 


I'LL CHECK 
THEM BY THE 
END OF THE 
DAY AND PUT 
THEM BACK ON 
MY DESK FOR 
YOU TO TAKE 


The ball flew straight at 
Kawachin’s forehead! 


IN LIFE YOU 
HAVE TO DO 
THINGS YOU 
OON'T LIKE. 


| seemed to see it in 
slow motion. Eririn and 
Satchin witnessed the 
moment too. Mother! 


| saw comic-book 
facial expressions acted 
out in real life. 


COMPLAIN- 


Ls 
zy 


d 


wi__/\ 


WHY DID 
SOMEBODY 
LIKE THAT 
EVER 
BECOME A 


LET'S 
START THE 
END-OF-DAY 
MEETING. 


\ 


L) 


AREN'T YOU 
GOING TO 
VISIT MR, 
MATSUMOTO 


HAT'S asd 
wl Na 


HE |S? BUT 
GON DOESN'T 
KNOW HOW TO 
BEHAVE. DOES 

HE HAVE TO 

COME? 


DO YOU THINK 
HE'LL LIKE A 
BOUQUET OF one 
RED ROSES, 
ENOKI? 


vil Na 


Ko) 


#8 
OP NE 
S 


AN) LIKE WHEN 
HE WAS A 
COLLEGE 


( INN \ 


I'M SURPRISED 
THOSE TWO 
COULD EVEN 
BE FRIENDS. 


fined 


YEAH. 


I'M SURPRISED 
HE'D BOTHER 
TO VISIT A SICK 
FRIEND, 


BY THE WAY, DID YOU 
KNOW THAT MR. KANNO 
WAS A SUBSTITUTE AT 
NICHITI ELEMENTARY 
BEFORE HE CAME TO 
OUR SCHOOL? 


A FULL-TIME 

POSITION 

LIKE YOU 
HAVE. 


YES, | D0. MY 
STUDENTS 
ARE GREAT. 


IS THAT 
RIGHT? WELL, 
| HOPE NONE 

OF THEM 
EVER BETRAYS 


| DOUBT IT. 
THERE ARE 
TOO MANY 
TEACHERS 
IN TOKYO. 


IT BECAME OUR 
DAILY ROUTINE TO 


PUT OUR JOURNALS 
ON THE TEACHER'S 
DESK AS SOON AS 
WE ENTERED THE 


CLASSROOM EACH 
MORNING. 


THOSE 1g mHEDGWE 
WERE HIS Wheres Tien gary 
THOUGHTS, wine? §=TOUSWITH 
COMMENTS 

| found IN REO INK. 


THEIR TRUE 
FEELINGS 
IN THEM 
ANYWAY,” 


@o e@ 


@ 
Arends’ Moy 7th--Sunny ——— 
Today we visited Mc Matsumoto at +h 


Pe was Fine. L was glad, ehosetal, 


WHAT DIO 
YOU WRITE 
ABOUT, 


YOU WORK 


DIDN'T YOU? 


MR. KANNO’S 
COMMENT |S 
LONGER THAN 
WHAT | WROTE. 


My COUSIN IT’5NOT 


ae \| EASY FOR 

NICHIJI IT's 

ELEMEN- TRUE. | pap hell 
; FEELINGS. 


Ni 
gt 


IM GOING TO 
TEST YOU ON 
THESE TODAY. 
YOU CAN 
PRACTICE 
UNTIL IT’S 
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149 


YE) MAKE SURE 


ALL THE 
PULL TAGS 
ON THE 
MATS ARE 


I. TUCKED IN. 


IF YOU DON'T 


| THINK YOU CAN 


\y 
ASSIST YOU. A 


I'LL HURT 
MYSELF IF | 
DOA 
FRONTAL 
TURN WITHA 
HANDSTAND, 


THEN I'LL 
BE THE ONE 
WHO GETS 


ITHOUGHT 
A TEACHER Y 


SUPPOSED 


SUPPORTIVE. 


ALL RIGHT. 
LET'S BEGIN 
IN THE 
ORDER OF 
THE ROLL. 


YOU THINK 
YOU SHOULD 
RUN BECAUSE 
YOU AGREE 
WITH HIM? 
SORRY, | DON'T 
GOIN FOR 
COLLECTIVE 
PUNISHMENT, 


wl’ VE BEEN 
DOING MY JOB 


WHAT MORE 
DO YOU WANT? 


NOBODY 
WAS 


WATCHING 


IT WAS MY 
FAULT YOU 


WHAT? YOU 
GUYS ARE 
TAKING HIS 


OH! IF HE 
WAS LIKE THAT 
AT HIS OLD 
SCHOOL... 


wl 9S 
NO WONDER 
HE DION’T 
NOTICE THAT 
STUDENT HAD 
APROBLEM! 


YEAH. WHAT 
HAPPENED TO 


/ AND I'VE BEEN GEEZ..WHY DO 


Soran HMM... PEOPLE WORRY 

ABOUT HIMA mayBE HAS NOTHING ABOUT THINGS 
LOT. AMI HE’ TODOWITH / THAT HAVE 

= oer RIGHT. NOTHING TO DO 


WITH THEM? 


THING 'D | 
LIKE TO 
|| ASK You. 


| THINK 

| KNOW, 
WHAT BUT! 
DO YOU WANT TO 
THINK CONFIRM 


INFORMATION 


AMONG THE 
STUDENTS 
THAT MAKES 
IT HARDER 
FOR ME TO 

TEACH. 


WHAT DID 
YOU THINK 
OF THAT? 


| HEARD THAT 
YOU WERE THE 
TEACHER OF A 
STUDENT WHO 
THAT'S KILLED HIMSELF 
ALL. BECAUSE HE WAS 
BEING BULLIED, 


ZA 


Nu 


A hae 
SN 


WHEN 
PEOPLE THINK 
SOMEONE |S 
INFERIOR, IT 


DISLIKE ME 


IS YOUR 
HOMEWORK > 
THAT HARD? , TAKUYAS 


RE YOU 
GIVING YOUR 
To 


| YOUR 
BROTHER? 


THANK YOU, 
MINORU, BUT 
I'M OKAY. YOU 


; | GUESS 
: SO. 


YOU TALKED WITH 
MR. KANNO IN 
PRIVATE YESTER- 
DAY! YOU'RE THE 
. TEACHER'S PET!! 


e ie 
ON : YY 


freeze— 
me. 


nN. 
S yg J 


ra 


NEVER MIND, 
HE WANTS TO PAD 
HIS RECORD FOR 
THE ENTRANCE 
EXAMS TO 
JUNIOR HIGH. 


HE'S BEEN LIKE 
THAT SINCE 
YESTERDAY. HE 
THINKS ENOKI'S 


WANTS TO 
SEE, 


/ 
| SAW HIM IN 
FRONT OF THE 
SHOE LOCKERS 
YESTERDAY 
WHEN | WAS 
LEAVING. 
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wIT'S NOT. 
THAT | 
DON'T. 
LIKE HIM. 
LIKE MR, 
KANNO SAID? 


PT MY Le 
ORK ELE 


NEXT DAY 
OR THE 


COULDN'T 


i a 


i 
"ans 


Author's Note Part & THE 


oe THE MORE 
HARDERIT gays 
This is the last note. 3 GOTTO ssED 
z > ‘ ; TURN IT 
There are a lot of things IN..ANO = 
| wanted to write about a THE MORE r 
in this chapter. | want . a SCARED | 
you to think about the , j FELT © 
idea that if people are : : 
affected by prejudice, 
the hate grows deeper. 


If someone is being 
bullied, don’t join in just 
because other people 
are. Or if someone is 
badmouthing somebody 
else, don't listen. We 
need to see others with 
the eyes of the heart. 
After all, “Man is a 
thinking reed.” 

If you are suffering 
somewhere in Japan, 


you may be feeling like 

Mr. Kanno. But | | | 

remember, talking about 1 Hl | pals bethoce 
it with someone is a SHOULD HAVE 

brave act. You may | ; GOTTEN BY THE 


discover that there is | \ TIME YOU GET 
something about you & 

that contributes to the 
problem, Even if you 
transfer or quit school, 
the problem could follow 
you. You have to find 
another way for yourself. 
‘See you in Volume 13, \ 
That volume will be " U ALREADY 
about Dad & Mom. oT ; UP TO THIS 


Bye for now! | . oe MATERIAL 
. L S IN CLASS? 


Marimo 


we, | Dy ae a 
HOW CAN : ay 
SAY THIS? | 7 ZR NS il Sh|)) 


wai 


«THE OTHER 
STUDENTS 
MUST TRUST 
HIM, RIGHT? 
"| HE'S THE CLASS 


INCIDENT 
AT NICHIJI 


/ 
Lin a THINKING 
st] ||| | ABOUT THE ARE 
E || 


SUPPOSED TO 
s__| ASSIST THEM 
| IN LEARNING. 


THE 
STUDENTS 
TEACH US 

THINGS TOO, 


HIROTA. 


| GUESS 
YOU'RE | 
RIGHT. | 


f 


Wwe 
NEVER STOP 
LEARNING AS 
LONG AS WE 

LIVE. 


mR. 
KANNO 
34 5 
iG 
‘\ / WE 
| \ | FINISHED 
9] CLEAN- 
NE ING THE 
e CLASS- 
; ROOM. 
Bai imp Ve 
(| 
i \ | 
Hy lo 


NNEZ 


aa / sy 
i 


ned 


WHEN \\ 
YOU HEAR 


SOMETHING 
TERRIBLE... 
IT'S NATURAL 
TO FEEL 
CONFUSED, 
( [ 
| DIDN'T 
EXPLAIN d a BY 
MYSELF “ <= 
/ cLeaRLy || 7 
ry) /|| | THE OTHER # 
' Zn i 
Zr 
gw TAKUYA 
wd was. [ORM AD THA 
Bux } A SAID THAT 
+ | STUFF 
anor. I } ABOUT THE 
mi € Kn |) rer 
Ee ht THE 
\ ; i, of WORST. 
ia F 4 
Fil 


a 
J 


HUMAN 
.FRAGILE op oa 
AND EASILY dee 
HURT. 


». WHETHER 


KNEW IT OR 
NOT... 


/ 


HE EVEN 


THE STUDENTS 
STILL SAID THEY 
NEVER KNEW 
WHAT HE WAS 
THINKING... 


rr ION ie Ss mS 
GOD ae 


WE DION'T TALK | 4 
ABOUT THE 
INCIDENT AT 


MR. KANNO 
WAS DIFFER- 


\| ENT FROM ANY 


TEACHER 
WED EVER 
KNOWN 


BEFORE. 


7| READING HIS 
> COMMENTS 
> I IN RED INK. 


TRUE FOR 7 WE LOOKED 
ME, AT FORWARD TO 


WHAT? IS IT 
TRUE THAT YOU 
REFUSED TO | OONT 
LET THE 
STUDENTS 
GIVE YOUA 


THANK 
YOU FOR 
GOOD TEACHING 
LUCKAT USFORA 
YOUR NEW MONTH, 
SCHOOL. 


THING I'D 
LIKE TO 
Tettyou. | 7 


DARN 


7 


Ww Siesta iy WwW 
Zz STUDENT KN z 
z AT MY LAST s 2 


SCHOOL. 


HE KILLED 
HIMSELF 
BECAUSE HE 
WAS BEING 
BULLIED, 


»BUT | WILL 
NEVER 
FORGET 
THAT 
STUDENT. 


FIVE OR SIX. 


ARE ( 

yYOUBY \'* 
YOUR- a 
SELF f 
HIROTA? a 


I'OLIKE YOUCAN On 


TOHELP = TALKTO 
YOU, Me. 


THEY SEE 
THERE 
WASA 
PROB- 


EVEN TELL 
YOU, HIS 
OWN 
PARENTS. 


BULLYING m 
SOMEONE IT'S THEY DON'T 
mR. MAKES THEM iT’ JUST — UNDERSTAND 
kano, FeELPOWeRFUL, || 'TS PLAYTO _ THEYRE 


AND THEY CAN'T LIKEA = THEM, TORTURING 
ADMIT THAT IT’S SICK- 


| SHOULD 
HAVE DONE 
SOMETHING!! 


_f 
{| IMNOT 
A SISSY! 


WHAT DID 
THEY DO 
TO HM? 


\ 


a 


( THE 


MENTAL 
TORMENT. 


CLOSE 

To stu: FS IVE BEEN 

DENT, AFRAID... 
THar way \/4% 


\/  'DLIKE 
TOHELP my 
STUDENTS 
UNDER- 
STAND THE 
FEELINGS 


| TOLD YOU 
| WAS IN THE 


YOU HAVEN'T 
COMPLETELY 
LOST FAITH IN 


STRUCTING {A 


Tuesday, June Sth—Cloudy IMAIENT 


ASSIGNED 
YET. 


Do you like us, Mr. Kanno? 


Ter UNTIL | GET 


ASSIGNED, 


Do you like us, Mr. Kanno? 


Of course! do. 
co 


Chapter 68 / The End 


Hello. Here are some 
more readers’ requests. 
| just woke up, so I'm a 


little dizzy. 


j 
5 
{can almost fear om ven = 
dod ieee’ draw.bd | font tell you 


ough. Use your imagination. 
My shoulders are stiff and 
achy. | have a headache, too. 
Please help me! 


jo OMe 
rio OTe 
“so ws eon 
li’s been a year and @ half, but \ - 
here that | will write more of itt | di | 
. ae best on Baby. Me this year, $0 
MN NV EN a 


\ 


*SMAP: A very popular ee / une t 
} : nga by Marimo Ragawa. 


idol group. The name stands for { 
“Sports and Music Assemble People.” | A™ 


Thank you for all the 


rp U7) 
requests. There are a lot I'd éf Mp b 


like : _ but nd VA : by 


A devilish blond 
delinquent in 


curly hair. It’s 
impossible for me to 
draw a pretty mano, 


ii. 


Zz } 
See you in Volume 13! 
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